










Proposed long-term plan

Deerpark’s lumber is cut and milled on site. This field is the proposed construction site. Flags mark the spots where cabins will soon serve our community.

Throughout Camp Deerpark’s 
years of ministry, God’s 
goodness and provision have 
been readily apparent through 
the support of loyal volunteers, 
timely financial gifts and 
abundant answered prayers. 
But Deerpark has also seen 
times of struggle. Limited 
resources have, in turn, limited 
the services the camp can 
provide and the rate at which it 
has been able to grow. 

In 2005 the board held 
listening sessions with several 
of the owning churches and 
generated a list of twelve 
values to guide future decision 

making. Among those guiding values are a desire to maintain 

A time to build

Maintenance Building........................................................ $125,000

Maple Syrup Sugar Shack

Site Enhancements
	 Old pool
	 Signage
	 Decks

Children’s Camp................................................................ $1,800,000
	 Six camper cabins
	 Two staff cabins
	 Meeting room 
	 Barn enhancements
	 Gym and swimming pool

Family Cabins....................................................................... $300,000
	 Five – two bedroom cabins

Additional Improvements................................................... $252,500

Renovations to existing buildings

Staff housing upgrades 
	 Removal of Locust Haven 

Furniture for new and existing buildings

Playground enhancements
	 .Infrastructure (electrical, drainage, driveways)

Fundraising expenses ........................................................ $142,500

Sustainability (“green” building) investment................... $340,000

Annual Fund for three years.............................................. $540,000

Total..................................................................................$3,500,000

the open spaces camp users currently enjoy and a sensitivity to 
the history and tradition of Camp. In the board’s words, “We are 
not looking to make this a fancy place, just a more comfortable 
place.”

While some site enhancements have already been completed, 
these challenges remain:

• Aging buildings still double as retreat and children’s camp 
facilities. As a result, campers miss the small group cabin 
experience afforded by a more typical children’s camping facility 
and retreat facilities cannot meet the variety of family, small group 
and large group needs of Camp’s users.

• The age and design of facilities create significant operational 
inefficiency. 

In order to address these issues and to help Deerpark attain 
a new level of service for its users, the board of directors is 
undertaking this capital campaign, “A Time to Build”. Specifically, 
funds will be used as shown below.



Our current plan is remarkably consistent with that vision and with 
the planning process of 1982. It allows us to make substantial 
improvements without changing the spirit and character of Camp 
Deerpark that people have come to love.

Small and humble facilities have allowed us to fulfill our mission 
over the last 38 years. But as Ecclesiastes 3 tells us, “There is 
a time for everything.” As we continue to discern God’s will for 
Camp, we sense God leading us into a new season of ministry.

I feel strongly that the time is right for this campaign. Never in 
the history of camp have we had the strength and tenure of staff 
that we currently enjoy. Never in the history of camp have we 
experienced the financial support that we do today. Never have 
our children, families, and youth needed a Christian camp more 
than they do now. It truly is “A Time to Build.”

With your help, we will improve our facilities, expand our ministry, 
and continue to provide a safe and comfortable retreat for God’s 
people. Please prayerfully consider how you might become 
involved in this capital campaign. 

Blessings,

Ken Bontrager 
Executive Director

Gift $ Amt.	 How Many	 Total	 Cumulative Total

750,000............. 1...................... 750,000.................750,000

500,000............. 1...................... 500,000..............1,250,000

250,000............. 2...................... 500,000..............1,750,000

100,000............. 4...................... 400,000..............2,150,000

50,000............... 8...................... 400,000..............2,550,000

25,000............... 15.................... 375,000..............2,925,000

10,000............... 22.................... 220,000..............3,145,000

5,000................. 51.................... 255,000..............3,400,000

1,000................. 100.................. 100,000..............3,500,000

Greetings in the name of Christ from Camp Deerpark. I fell in love 
with Camp Deerpark as a guest several years before I joined the 

staff in 1986. It was the open 
grass, the smell of burning 
wood, and the safety I felt 
that made me feel at home 
in this space. Likewise, it has 
always been important for me 
that we preserve the unique 
characteristics that make our 
guests feel at home here.

I also believe we need to honor 
our history and our roots as 
we move forward. Soon after I 
began as Executive Director I 
had the opportunity to walk the 
grounds with Dale Stoltzfus, 
one of the founders. We talked 
about the original vision for 
this ministry and the planning 
that has been done through 
the years.

A message from Ken

“Helping with projects at Camp 
Deerpark has been a great way for 
us to support and fellowship with our 
Mennonite brothers and sisters in 
NYC.”

Marty Peifer, volunteer



  www.CampDeerpark.org • admin@CampDeerpark.org 
P.O. Box 394, Westbrookville, NY 12785 • Phone: 877.754.8669 • Fax: 845.754.8217

The following people are building 
Camp Deerpark as cabinet 
members of A Time to Build.

. . . . .
Richard Buckwalter & Ann Rutt

Glenn & Anne Weaver

Jesus & Miriam Cruz

Dale & Doris Stoltzfus

Benjamin & Hyacinth Stevens

John & Linda Horst

Dan & Eleanor Glick

James & Margaret Leonard

Jerry & Leonor Kennell

Ken & Deborah Bontrager
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